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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------_
100-1190 12 January 1988 Washington DC
WAITING ON THE BUDGET. During the week of January 8-14, we are told that
President Reagan will submit to Congress a budget proposal for Fiscal Year
1990 (which begins on October 1, 1989). This will be his final budget proposal
as President of the United States.
This budget blueprint for FY 1990 has long been in the planning by President
Reagan and his White House staff. After the January 20th inaugural ceremonies,
we will have a situation where President Bush inherits his first budget frma
the outgoing Chief Executive.
This is not to say that President Bush must keep his hands away from the
pie. Once he has been inaugurated as our new Chief Executive) he can--if it
so moves him--make changes in the FY 1990 budget plan formul~ted by the outgoing
Administration.
And such is often the case when an incoming President wishes to make his
mark early in the first days of his new Administration. At this early point
in January, it is sheer speculation as to where President-Elect Bush may decide
to strike in terms of budget alterations for FY 1990.
This Congressman has some budget priorities of his own--and I will make
them known to the incoming Administration. It is my hope that some of my ideas
will be shared by the new Administration.
First and foremost we must understand the necessity of moving quickly
toward a balanced federal budget. As I have done at the start of every new
Congress since 1965, I will introduce my own legislation calling for a balanced
federal budget.
It is my desire that we continue to achieve deficit reduction--but I will
not stand idle and allow the budget cutters downtown to try and balance the
books on the backs of the men and women who feed us.
Existing farm legislation has been slowly lowering price support rates
and outlays will ~~ in FY 1990. We will continue to suggest cuts in certain
farm and ranch areas where there is a consensus that no damage wi 11 be done.
But what this Congressman will not tolerate is a wholesale destruction of the
safety net underneath our agriculture producers.
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Some think it is tempting to try and save $10 to $15 billion each year
by cutting our producers loose and watching them swirl in a food economy
dominated by other nations who subsidize their farmers to the hilt. I do not
think it should be the policy of the Congress or the White House to legislate
our farmers and ranchers into inferior positions with respect to other food
providing nations.
On another matter, I will continue my vigorous support of Congressional
appropriations for our Wavy Homeport--Ingleside. This is a priority and I
will watch like a shepherd to ensure that construction of HnITl~por.t Irq~leside
continues on a smooth and even keel.
Programs such as Medicare, Medicaid and emergency feeding assistance should
not be gouged in the name of budget reduction. There are some Americans,
especially the elderly, who find themselves in need--many times through no
real fault of their own. Can our nation not find a compassionate hand to extend
them? I am certain this caring hand to the truly deserving will not adversely
affect our efforts to balance spending with revenue at the national level.
When the FY 1990 budget is submi tted, I'll wri te again in this space and
we'll go over some of the proposals as Congress readies itself to debate the
fine points and particulars.
it
A BOOST FOR NAVAL STATION--INGLESIDE.
it it
When the Secretary of Defense issued
his special Commission Report on Base Realignments and Closures, there was
a special bonus for our Navy Homeport at Ingleside.
The Commission recommends that Strategic Homeport construction for Naval
Station--Galveston not be completed and the installation closed. Instead,
comparable construction should be accomplished at Ingleside, according to the
Commission Report.
The Defense Department says the net cost of closure and relocation of
Galveston work in Ingleside (and this includes repayment of local contributions
in Galveston) will be paid back immediately. And the Commission Report expects
annual savings to be about $2.5 million.
The Galveston relocation will include the movement of two frigates and
two mine-warfare ships to Naval Station--Ingleside. The DOD Commission Report
notes that relocating the Galveston ships will improve battlegroup integrity,
reduce costs and improve command and control.
We are pleased to have the continued support frOll the Defense Depart_nt
for our Wavy Homeport at Ingleside. Your Congressman maintains a keen interest
and active role in Homeport implementation--as well as any plans on base closures
which might affect the overall situation at Ingleside. We must keep our nation
militarily strong--and South Texas is destined to playa major part.
it it it
VISITORS FROM HOME. Jeff and Missy Keller of Cotulla.
it
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